ST. SUSANNA 8TH GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2019
Welcome to 8th Grade Language Arts! 
Our required reading this summer for all in-coming 8th grade students is Refugee by Alan Gratz.
REFUGEE SYNOPSIS:
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930’s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and
his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world…ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and
unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in
America…MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he
and his family begin a long trek toward Europe…All three kids go on harrowing journeys. All face
unimaginable dangers. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are
separated by continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end.
The unique format of the story can pose some challenges to reading; each chapter changes perspective
from one character to another, so it’s really important to pay close attention to the chapter titles! I would
encourage you to take notes over plot and character just to ensure that you keep all of the plot lines straight.
The requirements of our Summer Reading assignment are below:
o Purchase or borrow a copy of Refugee by Alan Gratz
o Read the novel over Summer Break
o Complete the literary terms assignment to be turned in on THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS
(TUESDAY, AUGUST 20)
o Conduct a Personal Family History Interview and type notes into an MLA-formatted Word
document to be turned in on THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS (TUESDAY, AUGUST 20) (MLA
Guidelines on separate page)
o Take the AR test over the novel to be completed over the Summer based on times provided by
Mrs. Cunningham below (please contact me immediately at piersonb@stsusanna.org regarding
any issues with meeting these times)


THURSDAY AFTERNOONS from 3:30 to 5:30 pm June 13, June 20, June 27, July 11, and July 18.



TUESDAY MORNINGS from 10 am to 12 pm June 25, July 9, and July 16.

SUMMER READING LITERARY TERMS:
allusion: A reference to a famous person, place, event, or work of literature. Often used to make a comparison.
character: People, places, animals, or imaginary creatures who take part in the action of a work of literature.
They display certain qualities or character traits that develop and change over time, and they usually
Have motivations, or reasons, for their behaviors.
dynamic character: A character who undergoes important changes as a plot unfolds. These changes occur
because of the character’s actions and experiences in the story. The changes are usually internal and
may be good or bad. Main characters are usually, though not always, dynamic.

static character: a character who remains the same throughout a story. The character may experience events
and have interactions with other characters, but he or she is not changed because of them.
antagonist: A force working against the protagonist in a story, play, or novel. This is usually another
character but can be a force of nature, society itself, or an internal force within the main character.
protagonist: The main character in a story, play, or novel. One who is involved in the main conflict of the story
and undergoes change as the plot runs its course.
conflict: A struggle between opposing forces. The main conflict is generally the story’s focus.
external conflict: Conflict involving a character who struggles against a force outside himself or herself,
such as nature, a physical obstacle, or another character.
internal conflict: Conflict that occurs within a character.
cultural conflict: Conflict that arises because of differing values, customs, or circumstance between
groups of people.
imagery: Descriptive words and phrases that re-create sensory experiences for the reader. This is usually related
one of the five senses—hearing, sight, smell, taste, touch—to help the reader imagine what is being
described. Example: The aroma of popcorn drew me to the bright red concession stand.
point of view: The method of narration used in a short story, novel, narrative poem, or work of nonfiction.
first person point of view: This narrator is a character in the story. Can be identified by use the use of “I,
me, we, us”
third person limited point of view: This point of view is from a narrator who tells only what one
character thinks, feels, and observes. Can be initially identified by use of “he, she, they, them”
third person omniscient point of view: This is an all-knowing point of view with a narrator who sees into
the minds of all the characters. Can be initially identified by use of “he, she, they, them”
theme: A message about life or human nature that the writer shares with the reader. Often, readers must infer
the message. One approach to determining theme is to apply lessons learned by the main character to
real life.

FINDING TEXTUAL EVIDENCE
Directions: For each of the literary terms listed below and based on the definitions given on this document, get
into the novel and find specific textual evidence to exemplify each. Use the space provided to show that you
understand the term by referencing events and/or characters in the novel and explaining how the example
demonstrates the word. Then, include a specific quote with page number to illustrate how the term connects to
the book. An example is provided for you; use this as a guide for the expected length and format of your
response.
EXAMPLE: antagonist—Joe Smith is the antagonist in the story because he acts against the main
character, John Rose. Smith is in constant conflict with Rose, devising plans that interfere with the protagonist’s
success and happiness. John Rose attempts to save humanity from an oncoming meteorological disaster, while
Smith is constantly placing obstacles in his way. Rose developed a means to divert the acid rain that would turn
the entire population of New York City into radioactive zombies and Smith removes an integral cog that makes
the machine inoperable. “Laughing gleefully with an evil glint in his eye, Smith runs from the lab carrying with
him the cog that was humanity’s last hope of survival” (Aragon 23). Despite the antagonist’s attempts to foil his
plan, the protagonist is able to heroically overcome all
challenges to save the population of the planet.

MLA Format—
place quotes in
quotation marks
followed by
parenthesis
containing the

antagonist:

protagonist:

dynamic character:

static character:

conflict: (Focus on the main conflict and explain whether it is external, internal, or cultural)

imagery:

point of view:

theme:

MLA Format Checklist
Times New Roman, size 12 font
Double space throughout
Pagination (Last name and page number)
Heading
Your Name
Pierson
Class
Date (20 August 2019)
Title (centered)

PERSONAL FAMILY HISTORY INTERVIEW
“How can we know who we are and where we are going if we don't know anything about where we have come from
and what we have been through, the courage shown, the costs paid, to be where we are?”
~David McCullough
In conjunction with reading the novel Refugee by Alan Gratz and examining different literary elements, you will
be asked to learn more about your family’s personal history and where you come from. Select an older family member-great grandparent, grandparent, aunt, uncle—and interview him or her to find out more about your lineage (ancestry)
and family background. I highly encourage, and prefer, that you conduct interviews orally either in person or over the
telephone. If that is simply not possible, electronic communication will work through email or text.
Below is a list of questions to help you get started. You will be responsible for developing at least three more
detailed and specific-to-you questions to keep the conversation going and learn things that you are interested in finding
out. *Hint to interviewing (especially a relative), try to have more of a dialogue that is more conversational rather than
just bombarding them with question after question 
Where were you born?
What is your birthdate?
What are your parents’ names? Can you share something about them with me?
Where is our family originally from (country)?
What do you know about this place?
Have you ever visited there?
What can you tell me about the members of our family who first came to the United States?
Where did they first settle/live?
What profession were these relatives involved in?
What stories did you hear growing up about earlier relatives whom you didn’t know?
What do you remember about your grandparents?
How many siblings did your parents have? What are their names?
How many cousins did/do you have? Can you name them?
Who are your siblings?
Can you tell me some childhood memories that you have?
Where did you grow up?
Will you describe a holiday family tradition that you had?
Personal Question #1:
Personal Question #2:
Personal Question #3:

