June 2019
Dear Seventh Grader,
I am looking forward to your August arrival! In the meantime, please enjoy your summer break AND your
summer reading.
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or write.
Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny
Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family’s orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the
day is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story Mason has told about that day.
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the other boys in their
neighborhood, so they create an underground club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason
finds himself in trouble again. He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin, and eventually, Benny.
But will anyone believe him? (Barnes and Noble).
AR Requirements
 An AR test must be taken for The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle.
 The school will be open over the summer:
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS from 3:30 to 5:30 pm June 13, June 20, June 27, July 11, and July 18.
TUESDAY MORNINGS from 10 am to 12 pm June 25, July 9, and July 16.
Please enter from 5th Street at the door on the side of the school where buses drop off students in the
morning (labeled D-4), and proceed to the Computer Lab from there.
 You may also take the test within the first week of school. It will count for a grade to assess your
independent reading, but if you do not do well, please do not stress. It is only the start of the year and
you will have plenty of opportunities to raise your average as long as you’re willing to put in the effort.
Written Assignments:
 Attached you will find three assignments for The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle. These will be due on
the second day of school. Please read and follow the directions carefully.
I will check my email throughout the summer – thomasn@stsusanna.org – so don’t hesitate to send me your
questions or concerns. I will also be working at Summer AR, so feel free to speak to me there too. I am
looking forward to meeting you!
Miss Thomas

Complete these assignments for The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle.
Assignment #1: Create this on blank paper (NO loose leaf) - any color. If you need a larger piece of paper or
small poster board, that is fine too. Please do not use a really large piece of poster board. You may do it all
by computer, all by hand (if you are a neat, legible writer and careful worker), or cut and paste
technologically or with actual scissors and a glue stick! Include the following info in an ENGAGING way that
incorporates ideas from the book and catches the eye using decoration, color, and neatness.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Author
Title of book (underline or italicize)
Illustration/printed image (use color) of your favorite scene from the book and detailed explanation of why.
Brief summary of the plot in your own words. (3-5 sentences)
If this book was a color, what would it be and why?
Provide two vivid (look this word up) adjectives to describe your novel’s main character. Provide
text evidence of each by providing the page number AND the excerpt straight from the story (put it in italics
to show these are not your words) to prove your point.
7. Who (person or group) would you recommend this novel to and why? Explain your reasoning clearly and
completely.

****Presentation COUNTS – use color, decoration, and neatness****
Example (excluding illustrations and presentation) from a former student’s work:
1. Author: Rodman Philbrick
2. Title: Zane and the Hurricane (underline or italicize)
3. Illustration or image (use color) and detailed explanation like the following: My favorite scene from the
book was when they lost their canoe, and Malvina was telling jokes. I like this part because I like telling
jokes. Her jokes were actually pretty bad. They were not really funny because they did not make a lot of
sense. I really liked this part because for most of the book, it was pretty sad, and they faced a lot of
difficulties. Malvina tried to make everyone happier by telling jokes. She can be funny without even trying
because of the way she talks. It was nice that she tried to make things better, so they didn’t get so down
that they didn’t want to do anything. They had to keep trying to find a safe place, and they couldn’t do that
if they all gave up.
4. Summary: Zane went to visit his grandmother in New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit. He got
separated from his grandmother because he was chasing his dog, Bandy. He met up with Mr. Tru and
Malvina. This man and young girl traveled with Zane and Bandy in a canoe. They tried to find shelter, food,
and other people. They ran into many problems along the way. In the end, they made it to safety, and
Zane was able to contact his mother. He safely returned to New Hampshire with his mom and
grandmother. Mr. Tru and Malvina were also safe, and they remained friends with Zane.
5. Color: If this book was a color, it would be black because there was no power during the hurricane. The
wind took out the power, and there was no light.
6. Vivid Adjectives: Zane is clever and passionate. Zane is trapped in Miss Trissy’s attic. The water is rising
fast, and it is really hot. He knows he has to do something fast. He says to himself, “My mom is always
saying don’t be mad, be smart. What is the strongest part of the human body? Legs, Zane, legs. You know
that. Use your brain. And your feet” (50-51). He broke the attic vent slats by kicking with both feet over
and over again until they were broken, and they could breathe air.
Also, Zane cares very much for his dog, Bandy. He jumps out of the church van on his way out of danger to
chase after Bandy who jumped out of the vehicle into traffic. Zane says, “I know in my heart why Bandy
jumped out of the van. I can feel what he is feeling. He’s running away from what frightens him, trying to
get to a place that’s safe. And now he’s all alone in traffic, with a million cars” (27).
7. Recommendation: I would recommend this book to my cousin, Wyatt. He is a year older than me and
enjoys learning about the weather. He likes to read books about natural disasters. Usually he likes nonfiction, but I think this would be a good fiction book for him. Reading this book would tell him a story about
people that lived through a hurricane and what it was like. He also loves dogs, so I think he would really like
Bandy.

Assignment #2: On page 314 Andy Kilmartin says, I forgot who you are, Mason.”
This is the start of the seventh grade year. Tell me who YOU are, so I won’t forget! What do you consider
your strengths and areas of opportunity for improvement? What are your hobbies and passions, your
dreams and ambitions, your likes and dislikes? What is important for ME to know about YOU? Be as
specific as possible. Please present this in a well-organized and TYPED paragraph.
Assignment #3: Read the informational text about Paleolithic Cave Art and the Cave of Lascaux and answer
the questions that follow. Print off the questions, circle or highlight your answers directly on the paper, and
turn that in with the other assignments.

Paleolithic Cave Art
Ice Age Europe
Around 40,000 years ago, modern humans (homo sapiens) migrated from Africa to Europe.
They arrived in Europe around the height of the last Ice Age and learned to survive in the
extreme cold by sewing animal skins together into warm clothing, and hunting the migratory
herds of reindeer, bison, and other big game animals that roamed Ice Age Europe.
Cave paintings date back to around 9,000 BCE. At first, the painters created their works at the
cave entrances or in very shallow areas. As the millennia progressed, they ventured further,
ending in the deepest parts of the caves.
In order to get to such depths, they sometimes had to overcome dangerous cave-dwelling felines
and bears, break through walls of stalagmites, and even cross underground lakes.
Such excursions were made possible by the invention of fat-burning lamps capable of
illuminating the total darkness. Families burned reindeer fat in limestone lamps for light. The
incredible effort it took to penetrate into the depths of the earth suggests that the paintings had a
sacred or ritual significance.
Cave of Lascaux
Discovered in 1940 by four French teenagers said to be
searching for a lost hunting dog, many still regard the
Lascaux paintings and engravings as collectively the finest
example of European Paleolithic cave art. There are
approximately 1,500 engravings and 600 paintings, dating
from 15,000 BCE to 9,000 BCE.
The four French teenagers, descending into the shaft, lit an
oil lamp and began to explore…and quickly realized that they weren’t the first humans to
discover the cave. The youngest boy, Jacques Marsal, later remarked, “We saw a cavalcade of
animals larger than life painted on the walls and ceiling of the cave. Each animal seemed to be
moving.”

Word of the prehistoric paintings spread as historians, photographers, and filmmakers flocked
to record the cavern’s contents.
The Paintings
The paintings represent many animals, including horses, bulls, deer, ibex, cats, a rhinoceros,
and even the legendary unicorn. These pictures are accompanied by enigmatic (mysterious)
signs and human representation, such as a man facing a charging bison.
Rooms in the cave
the Hall of the Bulls, the
Passageway, the Shaft,
Nave, the Apse, and the
Chamber of Felines:

include
the

The Hall of Bulls is
dominated by two
enormous bulls standing
face, one of which measures 16 x 13 feet the largest cave-art animal yet found.

face to

The Nave presents a succession of magnificent works, many reproduced for the first time
within the Museum exhibition, including The Crossed Bison Panel—a prehistoric attempt at
perspective drawing.
The Shaft includes animal figures, abstract signs, and the only human figure (perhaps a dying
hunter or god) found within the cave system.
The Art
The color pigments used to
decorate Lascaux, and other
French caves, were all obtained
from locally available minerals.
This explains why the
prehistoric color palette used by
Paleolithic painters is relatively
limited. It includes black, all
shades of red, plus a range of
warm colors, from dark brown
to straw yellow.
Investigations at Lascaux show that the artists did not use paintbrushes; thus, in all probability,
the broad black outlines of the figures were created with mats, pads or swabs of moss or hair.
Judging by the number of hollow, color-stained bones discovered at Lascaux and elsewhere, the
larger painted areas were created using a form of prehistoric "spray-painting", with paint being
blown through a tube (made from bone, wood or reeds) onto the rock surface.

Cave Closing
The cave complex was opened to the public in 1948. By 1955, the carbon dioxide, heat,
humidity, and other contaminants produced by 1,200 visitors per day had visibly damaged the
paintings and introduced lichen on the walls. The cave was closed to the public in 1963 to
preserve the art. After the cave was closed, the paintings were restored to their original state and
were monitored daily.

Image: Hall of the Bulls, Cave of Lascaux (Above)

Image: The Unicorn Panel (Above)

NAME: ________________________________________________

HR: __________

Circle/Highlight your choice to the best answer for each of the following questions.
1. In order for the Paleolithic artists to get to the deepest parts of the caves to paint, they had
to overcome all of the following except:
a. dangerous cave-dwelling felines and bears
b. extremely hot temperatures
c. walls of stalagmites
d. underground lakes
2. In which room will you find two enormous bulls standing face to face, one of which
measures 16 x 13 feet, the largest cave-art animal yet found?
a. Hall of the Bulls
b. The Nave
c. The Shaft
d. Chamber of Felines
3. Which of the following did not cause the cave to close?
a. carbon dioxide
b. heat
c. frigid temperatures
d. 1,200 daily visitors.
4. The original cave artists used paintbrushes.
a. True
b. False
5. “…had visibly damaged the paintings and introduced lichen on the walls. The cave was
closed to the public in 1963 to preserve the art. After the cave was closed, the paintings were
restored to their original state and were monitored daily.”
According to the context clues, the word preserve means:
a. abandon
b. protect
c. ignore
d. harm

